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•	 The US Embassy In Cairo
provided consular services to American citizens in detention, though respondents reported 
that these were infrequent, at times in the presence of Egyptian authorities, and did not 
always extend to family members or other US residents.

•	 The Department of State
particularly through the Bureaus of Near East Affairs and Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, 
engaged in public and private diplomatic efforts to secure fair treatment or prisoner releases, 
with varied success. These efforts did not necessarily extend to all cases of US persons or 
family members detained, though were reported for known cases of US citizens or legal 
permanent residents. 

•	 The Special Presidential Envoy for Hostage Affairs (SPEHA)’s
mandate to provide services to “wrongful detainees” meant that cases of US citizens did have 
access to SPEHA, though a lack of clarity on the definition of wrongful detention, and the fact 
that these detentions did not represent any violation of US law, meant that families were not 
always availed the same resources as those whose family members were held in detention 
by non-state actors.

•	 Congressional offices 
provided support on a case-by-case basis where constituents approached them with 
concerns. These varied widely by office, depending on the prominence of the case, the politics 
of the office, or the office’s structure and assignment of the case (to case workers and/or 
foreign relations staff). 

•	 Congressional committees 
with foreign affairs or appropriations mandates also showed an interest in cases of US persons 
wrongfully detained in Egypt. Particularly after Kassem’s death, discussions on conditioning 
foreign military financing on prisoner releases gained traction; language in the appropriations act 
for fiscal year 2021 included these conditions. 

•	 Civil Society
provided services ranging from advocacy and representation support to orientation to mental 
health care providers for returning detainees. Where civil society publicly addressed issues 
of wrongful detention, Egyptian state-aligned media slandered members; this raises further 
concerns about threat of reprisals against American civil society workers with ties in the US and 
Egypt’s attempts to curtail rights work on US soil.
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Kassem suffered from diabetes and heart conditions that went untreated 
during his time in prison; at least two additional family members of US 
citizens died in detention in 2020.“
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I enjoy freedom of speech here [in 
the United States,]...but because of 
my writing against Sisi, he kept my 
family members as hostages...they 
are holding Reda hostage to make 
me stop writing“
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One former detainee reported: “My son wakes up in the middle of the 
night worried that I am being taken to prison again... we don’t have family 
here, so I am all he has.”“
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