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Since July 25, 2021, the U.S. government has cut portions of foreign assistance for Tunisia in order to demonstrate concern about the
country’s authoritarian turn under President Kais Saied. Those cuts have disproportionately targeted economic assistance, including
support for Tunisia’s severely threatened civil society, compared to security assistance. President Joe Biden’s budget request for
Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 follows that pattern, significantly cutting economic aid to Tunisia while keeping security assistance at nearly the
same level.
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https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/FY-2024-CBJ-FINAL_3.27.23.pdf
https://www.state.gov/the-united-states-announces-60-million-in-rapid-assistance-to-support-vulnerable-tunisian-families/
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=343160
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/FY-2024-CBJ-FINAL_3.27.23.pdf

CONGRESSIONAL ACTIONS FOLLOWING PRESIDENT BIDEN’S FY24 BUDGET REQUEST

In FY22 and FY23, Congress removed the earmark that, since FY19, required that Tunisia receive at least $191.4 million in bilateral
aid annually. This shift allowed the Biden administration greater flexibility to reduce the aid provided to the country. Since the
administration’s FY24 budget request was released, however, members of Congress have been concerned with the administration’s
policy direction and have taken steps to demonstrate that Tunisia’s democracy is a U.S. national security interest that needs to be
prioritized by the administration.
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https://www.foreign.senate.gov/hearings/us-policy-on-tunisia
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/press/rep/release/risch-menendez-introduce-legislation-to-safeguard-tunisias-democratic-institutions
https://www.durbin.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/durbin-murphy-welch-coons-introduce-resolution-recognizing-tunisias-leadership-in-the-arab-spring-and-calling-out-recent-democratic-backsliding
https://www.congress.gov/118/crpt/srpt71/CRPT-118srpt71.pdf
https://democrats-foreignaffairs.house.gov/2023/3/meeks-connolly-lead-letter-to-secretary-blinken-on-situation-in-tunisia
https://democrats-foreignaffairs.house.gov/2023/4/meeks-phillips-condemn-arrest-of-tunisia-s-opposition-leader-democratic-backsliding
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2023/05/us-lawmakers-urge-aid-tunisias-civil-society-crackdown-intensifies
https://www.congress.gov/118/crpt/hrpt146/CRPT-118hrpt146.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-resolution/613/text
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