DRAFTING EGYPT’S 2019 CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

Article 185 - Judicial Bodies and Agencies

2014 Constitution

February 3, 2019
Amendment Proposal

April 14, 2019 Legislative and

Constitutional Affairs Committee

April 19-22, 2019 Final Amendments as
Proposed during the Referendum

All judicial bodies administer
their own affairs. Each has an
autonomous budget, whose
items are all discussed by the
House of Representatives.
After each budget is
approved, it is incorporated
in the state budget as a single
figure, and judicial bodies
shall be consulted regarding
draft laws governing their
affairs.

All judicial bodies and agencies
administer their own affairs, and they
shall be consulted regarding draft laws
governing their affairs. The President of
the Republic selects the heads of judicial
bodies and agencies from among five
candidates nominated by their high
councils from among their seven

most senior members [to serve] for a
period of four years or until reaching
retirement age, whichever is earlier,

for a single term during the entire
course of their service, in the manner
specified by law. Their joint affairs are
administered by a Supreme Council of
Judicial Bodies and Agencies headed by
the President of the Republic and by the
Minister of Justice in his absence. The
Council is responsible for considering
the criteria for appointing the members
of judicial bodies and agencies, their
promotion, and their secondment, and
it shall be consulted regarding draft laws
governing the activities of these bodies
and agencies. The composition of the
Council and its other responsibilities
shall be determined by law.

Amendment Proposal

All judicial bodies and agencies
administer their own affairs, and they
shall be consulted regarding draft laws
governing their affairs. The President of
the Republic selects the heads of judicial
bodies and agencies from among five
candidates nominated by their high
councils from among their seven most
senior members [to serve] for a period
of four years or until reaching retirement
age, whichever is earlier, for a single
term during the entire course of their
service, in the manner specified by law.
Their joint affairs are presided over by a
Supreme Council of Judicial Bodies and
Agencies headed by the President of the
Republic and by the Minister of Justice in
his absence. The Council is responsible
for considering the criteria for appointing
the members of judicial bodies and
agencies, their promotion, and their
secondment. The Council shall be
consulted regarding draft laws governing
the activities of these bodies and
agencies. Judicial bodies and agencies
shall possess a single autonomous budget,
which the Council shall apportion
between them. The composition of the
Council and its other responsibilities
shall be determined by law. The decisions
of the Council are made with the
approval of the majority of its members,
provided the head of the Council or his
representative are among them.

All judicial bodies and agencies administer their
own affairs, they shall be consulted regarding

draft laws governing their affairs, and each shall
have an autonomous budget. The President of the
Republic selects the heads of judicial bodies and
agencies from among their seven most senior
members [to serve] for a period of four years

or until reaching retirement age, whichever is
earlier, for a single term during the entire course
of their service, in the manner specified by law.
Their joint affairs are administered by a Supreme
Council of Judicial Bodies and Agencies headed
by the President of the Republic and including

the head of the Supreme Constitutional Court,

the heads of the judicial bodies and agencies, the
head of the Cairo Court of Appeals, and the Public
Prosecutor. The Council shall have a secretary-
general, appointed by presidential decree for a
period specified by law. The secretary-general shall
be selected, on a rotational basis, from among the
bodies represented on the Council. The President
shall deputize the head of a judicial body or agency
to represent him in his absence [from the Council].
The Council shall be responsible for considering
the criteria for appointing the members of
judicial bodies and agencies, their promotion,
and their disciplining, and it shall be consulted
regarding draft laws governing the activities of
judicial bodies and agencies. The decisions of the
Council are made with the approval of the majority
of its members, provided the head of the Council is
among them.




Article 189 - Public Prosecutor Selection

2014 Constitution

February 3, 2019

Amendment Proposal

April 14, 2019 Legislative and
Constitutional Affairs Committee
Amendment Proposal

April 19-22, 2019 Final
Amendments as Proposed during
the Referendum

Public prosecution is carried out by a
Prosecutor General who is selected by
the Supreme Judicial Council from
among the deputies to the President of
the Court of Cassation, the Presidents
of the Court of Appeals or the assistant
prosecutor generals, by virtue of a
presidential decree for a period of four
years, or for the period remaining until
retirement age, whichever comes first,
and only once during a judge’s career.

Public prosecution is carried out by a
Prosecutor General appointed by the
decree of the President of the Republic
from among three people nominated
by the Supreme Judicial Council from
among the deputies to the president of
the Court of Cassation, the presidents
of the courts of appeals, or the assistant
prosecutor generals for a period of four
years or until reaching retirement age,
whichever is earlier, for a single term
during the entire course of his service.

Public prosecution is carried out by a
Prosecutor General appointed by the
decree of the President of the Republic
from among three people nominated
by the Supreme Judicial Council from
among the deputies to the president of
the Court of Cassation, the presidents
of the courts of appeals, or the assistant
prosecutor generals for a period of four
years or until reaching retirement age,
whichever is earlier, for a single term
during the entire course of his service.

Public prosecution is carried out by a
Prosecutor General appointed by the
decree of the President of the Republic
from among three people nominated
by the Supreme Judicial Council from
among the deputies to the president of
the Court of Cassation, the presidents
of the courts of appeals, or the assistant
prosecutor generals for a period of four
years or until reaching retirement age,
whichever is earlier, for a single term
during the entire course of his service.

Article 190 - State Council

2014 Constitution

February 3, 2019

Amendment Proposal

April 14, 2019 Legislative and
Constitutional Affairs Committee
Amendment Proposal

April 19-22, 2019 Final Amendments as
Proposed during the Referendum

The State Council is an
independent judicial body that
is exclusively competent to
adjudicate in administrative
disputes, disputes pertaining to
its decisions, and disciplinary
cases and appeals. It is also
solely responsible for issuing
opinions on the legal issues of
entities to be determined by law,
reviewing and drafting bills
and resolutions of a legislative
character, and reviewing draft
contracts to which the state

or any public entity is a party.
Other competencies are to be
determined by law.

The State Council is an independent
judicial body that is exclusively
competent to adjudicate in
administrative disputes and disputes
pertaining to its decisions; it is also
competent to adjudicate disciplinary
cases and appeals. It is responsible for
issuing opinions on the legal issues
of entities, as determined by law,

and for reviewing and drafting bills
and decrees of a legislative character
that are forwarded to it. Other
competencies are to be determined by
law.

The State Council is an independent
judicial body that is exclusively
competent to adjudicate in
administrative disputes and disputes
pertaining to its decisions; it is also
competent to adjudicate disciplinary
cases and appeals. It is responsible for
issuing opinions on the legal issues
of entities, as determined by law,

and for reviewing and drafting bills
and decrees of a legislative character
that are forwarded to it. Other
competencies are to be determined by
law.

The State Council is an independent judicial body
that is exclusively competent to adjudicate in
administrative disputes and disputes pertaining

to its decisions; it is also competent to adjudicate
disciplinary cases and appeals. It is responsible for
issuing opinions on the legal issues of entities, as
determined by law, for reviewing bills and decrees
of a legislative character that are forwarded to it,
and for reviewing draft contracts (the nature and
value of which is specified by law) to which the state
or a public entity is a party. Other competencies

are to be determined by law. [Note: the State
Council’s organizing law (Law 47/1972) and internal
regulations establish four committees tasked with
“issuing opinions on the legal issues” of state entities
such as the presidency, the prime ministry, other
ministries, and ministries of state.]




Article 193 - Supreme Constitutional Court Member Selection

2014 Constitution

February 3, 2019

Amendment Proposal

April 14, 2019 Legislative and
Constitutional Affairs Committee

April 19-22, 2019 Final
Amendments as Proposed during

The General Assembly of the [Supreme
Constitutional] Court chooses the
court’s president from among the three
most senior of the president’s deputies.
The General Assembly also chooses

the president’s deputies, as well as the
members of its commissioners’ authority,
all of whom are appointed by a decree
from the President of the Republic.

The foregoing takes place in a manner
defined by the law.

The President of the Republic selects
the president of the [Supreme]
Constitutional Court from among

the five most senior deputies of the
court. The President of the Republic
appoints a deputy of the court from
between two candidates, one of whom
is proposed by the court’s General
Assembly and the other by the court’s
president; the president and members
of the Commissioners’ Authority are
appointed by presidential decree on the
basis of a nomination by the president
of the Court and after considering the
opinion of the Court’s general assembly.
The foregoing takes place in a manner
defined by the law.

Amendment Proposal

The President of the Republic selects
the president of the [Supreme]
Constitutional Court from among the
five most senior deputies of the court.
The President of the Republic appoints
a deputy of the court from among two
candidates, one of whom is proposed
by the court’s general assembly and the
other by its president; the president
and members of the Commissioners’
Authority are appointed by presidential
decree on the basis of a nomination

by the president of the Court and after
considering the opinion of the Court’s
general assembly. The foregoing takes
place in a manner defined by the law.

the Referendum

The President of the Republic

selects the president of the Supreme
Constitutional Court from among

the five most senior deputies of the
court. The President of the Republic
appoints each deputy of the court from
among two candidates, one of whom

is proposed by the court’s general
assembly and the other by its president;
the president and members of the
Commissioners’ Authority are appointed
by presidential decree on the basis of a
nomination by the president of the court
and after considering the opinion of the
Court’s general assembly. The foregoing
takes place in a manner defined by the
law.
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